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REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection of 
claims 1-24 under 35 U.s.c. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
o|ver the combination of of Pickover (US5 , 740 ,390) in view of 
Flock (US6, 160, 539) . 

Wie Pickover Patent is Owned by the Assignee of th? Present 
Application, and Thus Can Not Preclude Patentability Under 
3p U.S.C. 103 (c) . 

; The present Application and the Pickover Patent 

reference were commonly owned by International Business 

Machines Corporation, the Assignee herein at the time the 

invention of the present Application was made. 

| The file of the present Application indicates that an 

Assignment of the present Application to said Assignee is 

filed in the Patent Office. Also the printed Pickover 

Patent indicates that it is assigned to the same Assignee. 

Since the present Application has a filing date after 
Npvemfcer 29, 1999, and the Pickover Patent would qualify as 
prior: art under the provisions of 35 u.s.c. 102(e)/ it is 
submitted that the Pickover patent can not be used to 
preclude patentability based upon 35 U.S.C. 103(c). 
[pxaminer's attention is directed to MPEP Sections 
7)6.02(1); (1)(1); (1) (2) ; and (1)(3).] 

Accordingly, Examiner is respectfully requested to 
withdraw Pickover as a reference. 

tn any event. Applicants will hereinafter present their 
argument traversing the rejection of claims 1-24 under 35 
U.S.C* 103(a) as being unpatentable over the combination of 
tie Pickover (US5, 740300) in view of Fleck (LJS6 , 160 , 539) . In 
t lis Connection, Applicants thank Examiner for the telephone 
interview extended to their attorney, J. B. Kraft on April 
2L, 2004. As Applicants explained in that interview, while 
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the Pickover reference considers the problem to which the 
present invention is directed, it offers a solution 
Completely different from that of the present invention, 
actually the Pickover solution would lead away from the 
solution of the present invention. In addition, there is no 
suggestion in either reference which would lead one skilled 
d[n the art to try to combine the teachings of Pickover and : 
^leck for any purpose. Thus, any suggestion that the two : 
References may be combined as proposed by the Examiner does 
4ot come from either reference, but can only be made in the 
jight of Applicants' own teaching. This has been • 
Established to be an improper basis for a combination of 
References under 35 U.S.C, 103. 

j The present invention addresses the problem of 
interactively accessing and selecting icons and like items 
irom display screen areas crowded with a high density of 
icons or like items. The number of icons that the- user has 
to contend with in the navigation of his cursor to : his 
target icon has been increasing greatly. These icons may be 
Arranged in many layers of windows. In certain portions of 
ihe users' display screen, there may be dense populations of 
icons. The icons may overlap or be stacked one on the 
^ther. In addition, users are extensively using laptop 
Computers and palm- type devices, including Personal Digital 
Assistants (PDAs) and cell phone displays to supplement 
^heijj desktops. Thus, the desktop displays need tb be 
Replicated on these smaller screen devices to thereby make 
he icons even more closely spaced. The selection; of icons 
r like items from crowded screen areas presents a problem. 
| : Both the present invention and the basic Pickover are 
?onc0rned with how an on-screen pointer, e.g. cursor may 
cceds a selected icon on a screen crowded with icon. Both 
ickbver and the present Invention recognize that there 
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houl.d t^o minimum clearance diotftnces k>«t;woen ad 3 acent icons 
^ n. cd r<a e x- cor thorn to oe ooXecteole toy a. pointer oar curoor . . 

However that i s ell Pickover haa in common with present 
invonitlon - Th«* oon.ia-C.d_on o £ t no present Invention 1 = 

c:om£>letely dlcCerent crom that o £ Pickovor . Tho p_-«Bont 
_ .nvoiit ion set a minimum cXearance Cactor between icono for 
tf.he pointer or cursor belno- used. Then , i :T it io dotGrmlne<J 
t .h S. t tho minimum clearance doo O not exist, tho size OC the. 
ttureor i s reduc«d to a sisee which has -a. Xower c X e a r anc e 

;actefrr i.e. the roKaucod cursor will not need as much room 
l$>etween i <zz on a in order to access a selected i cr on . 

Th© l=» i c >cove r solution i s very di f f erent . xt providies; a 

■ ystem which prQcaicto which o a. the icons axe most likely to 
J^e selected, * and then withdrew es or isolated these most 
:_litely icons near the cursor in a display screen area which 
4- O OUC C ici ent Xy roomy to permit distances between icons 
beyond the minimum** roQUi r » d Cor cursor selections;. 

Other than dealing with the minimum clearance oroolom . theiro 
- - s nothing in PlOcover which could euggo o t any modi C 1 c a t 1 on 

:o AiipX leant a ' shrln)c the cursor to achieve* minimum 
Clearance solution . 

to maVce up Cor this very s uto a t an 1 1 a 1 deficiency in 
] ?*lc»cover . tho Examine XooJcs to the FXec>c patent. Mows ve r , 

relates to a very die Cerent technology i-«- jdata entry 
4>n a display screen throuorh a touch sensitive data entry 

-ablet . F*lec)c is not concerned with the use oC a ^cursor to 

make selections amono crowds oC icons with less than minimal 
clearances between icons. . FlecK ' & touch sensitive entry 
tablet has a menu oC Cunctions which the user may 'select via 

rhe monu Cunctlon. seledted , the 
will have a varylnc* imdere 
<_iis t in-o-ulshed t>y the stylus selected cunctlon. Applicants 
Call . to understand the proposed connection to the 
PvO 39S0010343U31 ; «<1 
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